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REPORT. 


Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, — 

In  the  instructions  sent  by  the  Local  Government  Board  to 
assist  me  in  framing  my  Annual  Beport  which  T have  the  honour 
to  present  to  the  Gloucester  Urban  Sanitary  Authority  for  the 
year  1883,  I am  directed  to  give 

1.  — A summary  of  the  action  taken  during  the  year  for  the 
prevention  of  the  spread  of  disease  ; 

2.  — The  sanitary  state  of  the  district  ; 

3.  — The  conditions  injurious  to  health  existing  in  the  dis- 

trict ; 

4.  — Other  matters  in  connection  with  the  duties  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

1. — Summary  of  the  action  taken  during  the  year  for  preventing 
the  spread  of  disease. — The  action  which  has  been  taken  by 
myself  and  by  Mr.  Allen,  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  under  my 
direction,  has  been,  that  wherever  we  learnt  either  from  the 
weekly  returns  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  the  Union  or  from  other 
sources  that  disease  of  an  infectious  nature  had  appeared,  we 
visited  the  premises,  and  took  what  steps  we  could  to  procure 
isolation  of  the  patient,  and  carried  out  disinfection  both  during 
the  illness  and  after  it  had  disappeared.  We  have  also  endea- 
voured to  remove  causes  of  disease  by  careful  and  constant  atten- 
tion to  the  state  of  drains,  traps  in  houses,  and  other  sources  of 
danger.  We  have  given  during  the  last  year  eighty-one  written 
and  verbal  notices  to  owners  and  occupiers  of  premises  to  abate 
nuisances,  and  we  have  had  but  little  difficulty  in  getting  our 
instructions  carried  out. 
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Scarlet  Fever  has  continued  to  be  epidemic  during  several 
months,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  “ Monthly  Health 
Bulletin”  at  the  end  of  this  report.  One  case  in  which  action  was 
taken  by  the  Authority  to  check  the  spread  of  the  disease  and  to 
punish  an  offender  against  the  Public  Health  Acts  must  be 
specially  mentioned.  The  landlord  of  an  hotel  at  Clevedon 
directed  one  of  his  servants  suffering  with  Scarlet  Fever  to  leave 
his  house.  The  servant  travelled  to  Goucester  by  train,  and 
was  taken  to  the  Stroud  Road  Hospital.  For  exposing  his 
servant  to  the  risk  of  conveying  infection  to  others,  by  travelling 
in  a public  conveyance,  the  master  was  summoned  before  the 
magistrates  at  Gloucester,  by  whom  he  was  fined  £3  and  costs. 

The  same  precautions  as  those  which  had  been  taken  against  the 
spread  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  the  Public  Elementary  Schools,  were 
continued  as  in  the  previous  year.  Teachers  were  requested  to 
exercise  vigilance  in  noticing  the  first  symptoms  of  illness  in 
children,  and  in  excluding  those  from  the  schools  who  came  from 
houses  in  which  Scarlet  Fever  existed.  And  as  hitherto,  disinfect- 
ants were  freely  supplied  to  the  poor,  and  in  many  instances 
were  sent  to  their  houses  from  the  Corn  Exchange. 

As  it  was  known  that  Small  Pox  was  prevalent  in  several  parts 
of  the  country,  visited  by  canal  boats  trading  from  this  city,  the 
Authorities  at  Worcester  were  requested  to  examine  boats  passing 
down  the  river,  and  to  communicate  with  me  if  any  cases  of 
suspicious  illness  were  found  on  board.  To  the  end  of  the  year 
no  case  of  Small  Pox  had  appeared  within  this  district. 

2. — The  sanitary  condition  of  the  District,  as  shown  by  the 
number  of  deaths  registered,  has  not  been  unsatisfactory  during 
the  year,  with  the  exception  of  the  continuance  of  Scarlet  Fever. 
The  mortality  has  considerably  diminished,  the  number  of  regis- 
tered deaths  having  been  668  in  1883  and  810  in  1882.  This 
large  number  in  the  previous  year  is  accounted  for  by  178  deaths 
in  that  year  from  Scarlet  Fever,  whilst  in  1883  the  number  from 
this  disease  was  36.  Deducting  the  deaths  from  this  cause  for 
the  two  years,  the  mortality  is  the  same  in  1883  as  in  1882, 


5 


whilst  the  population  has  probably  increased.  I say  “ probably  ” 
for  reasons  which  I shall  explain  in  another  paragraph  of  this 
report.  The  deaths  from  other  Zymotic  diseases  have  been  as 
follows: — From  Measles,  5;  from  Diphtheria,  1;  Hooping  Cough, 
7 ; Enteric  Fever,  9 ; Diarrhoea  (including  20  “ Infantile  ” cases 
under  1 year  of  age)  26.  The  deaths  from  Diseases  of  the 
Respiratory  Organs — Bronchitis  and  others  (not  including  Phthisis) 
— were  unusually  numerous,  and  amounted  to  121. 

3. — Conditions  injurious  to  Health  existing  in  the  District. 
In  the  report  which  I presented  to  this  Authority  for  the  year 
1877,  I stated  that  the  escape  of  gas  through  the  ventilators  in  the 
sewers  was  a cause  of  serious  complaints.  In  my  report  for  4880 
I spoke  of  the  nuisance  arising  from  this  cause,  and  in  my  last 
report  I again  called  attention  to  the  subject.  At  the  present 
time  there  has  been  but  little  abatement,  and  as  the  warm  weather 
arrives  I anticipate  a renewal  of  the  annoyance  arising  from  this 
cause.  Within  the  last  two  years  52  shafts  connected  with  the 
sewers  have  been  erected,  with  the  consent  of  the  owners,  against 
the  side  of  houses  situated  near  the  ventilators.  Where  they  have 
been  erected  the  result  has  been  satisfactory,  and  I consider  that 
they  ought  to  be  largely  adopted  throughout  the  city,  as  if  this 
plan  were  generally  carried  out,  the  smell,  which  is  most  obnoxious 
and  is  injurious  to  health,  would  be  removed.  By  the  erection  of 
these  shafts  the  existing  openings  would  be  converted  into  m-lets 
for  air,  instead  of  being,  as  they  are  now,  o^-lets  for  offensive  gas, 
and  the  whole  system  of  the  City  sewers  would  be  ventilated  to 
such  an  extent,  that  if  there  should  happen  to  be  an  accidental 
escape,  the  gas  would  be  so  diluted  that  it  would  be  much  less 
obnoxious  and  injurious  to  health,  as  it  decidedly  is,  when  it 
escapes  into  a house.  Such  escapes  are  most  fruitful  sources  of 
disease,  and  the  danger  of  undiluted  sewer  gas  escaping,  ought  to 
be  minimised  as  far  as  possible. 

Another  condition  injurious  to  Health  which  I mentioned  in 
my  last  Report  still  continues.  This  is  the  unsatisfactory  state  of 
a considerable  portion  of  the  district — that  part  in  which  the  old 
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sewers  which  were  laid  down  in  the  added  district,  before  the 
extension  of  the  City  boundaries,  and  which  were  joined  with  the 
City  sytem  of  sewers,  and  so  became  a part  of  it.  I entered  fully 
into  this  subject  in  my  last  Report,  and  the  matter  has  been 
repeatedly  considered  by  the  Sanitary  Committee,  but  I regret 
to  say  that  the  nuisance  still  remains  unabated. 

In  my  report  for  1882  I mentioned  that  “ the  nuisance  arising 
from  the  Still  Ditch  continues  as  heretofore.  The  matter  is  at 
present  in  the  hands  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  who  sent 
down  an  inspector  to  hear  evidence  on  many  questions  which 
arise  out  of  this  one.  On  his  report  being  presented,  steps  will 
be  taken  which  will  get  rid  of  this  most  noxious  grievance.”  The 
subject  has  advanced  a step  since  I wrote  as  above.  An  order 
has  been  made  by  the  Local  Government  Board  constituting  a 
special  Drainage  District,  comprising  that  part  of  the  Rural 
Sanitary  District  adjoining  the  Urban  District,  and  I trust  that 
works  to  get  rid  of  the  smells  arising  from  the  Still  Ditch  will 
shortly  be  commenced. 

4. — Under  the  heading  of  “ Other  Matters  in  connection  with 
the  Duties  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ” the  most  important 
is  the  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases.  During  1883  eighteen 
patients  were  received  into  the  Hospital.  Of  these  3 were  cases 
of  Small  Pox  received  from  the  steamship  “ Hartlepools  ” at 
Sharpness  in  March.  They  were  all  discharged  cured.  13  cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever  and  1 of  Itch  were  also  received.  Of  the  cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever  4 were  sent  in  by  the  Medical  Officers  of  the 
Union,  2 were  children  who  with  their  mother  were  received 
from  a canal  boat,  one  was  the  case  I have  already  mentioned 
from  Clevedon,  and  the  remainder  were  persons  for  whom  a small  sum 
was  undertaken  to  be  paid  by  friends.  Of  the  patients  received 
2 died — one  a child  aged  4 years,  who  lived  only  a few  hours  after 
his  admission,  and  the  other  an  infant  2J  years  of  age. 

I regret  that  the  Hospital  has  not  been  more  used  by  the 
public,  but  I fear  that  in  its  present  condition,  it  is  useless  to 
expect  that  it  will  be.  With  only  1 male  and  1 female  ward  any 
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classification  of  the  patients  is  impossible,  and  only  cases  ot  one 
kind  of  disease  can  be  properly  treated  at  the  same  time.  The 
building  has  been  condemned  by  the  Inspector  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  Dr.  Thorne  Thorne,  and  this  condemnation 
is  generally  known.  It  would  require  a considerable  extension  of 
its  structure  to  make  it  what  it  ought  to  be  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  a large  population  like  that  of  the  Gloucester  Urban 
District.  That  such  Hospitals  are  extensively  used  when  they  are 
structurally  adapted  for  their  purpose,  is  shewn  by  the  recently 
published  Report  of  the  Delancey  Hospital  at  Cheltenham,  where 
during  the  year  1883,  48  patients  were  under  treatment  for  Scarlet 
Fever,  and  2 cases  of  Diphtheritic  sore  throat  were  also  received. 
One  case  was  also  received  there  which  could  not  have  been  taken 
in  at  the  Stroud  Road  Hospital,  if  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  had  been 
under  treatment.  This  was  a case  of  doubtful  Scarlet  Fever, 
which  was  taken  into  a ward  with  suspicious  symptoms,  and  was 
watched  for  a day  or  two,  when,  as  it  was  found  that  the  patient 
was  not  suffering  with  Scarlet  Fever,  he  was  discharged.  Accom- 
modation for  such  doubtful  cases  is  required  at  our  Hospital. 
The  earlier  a patient  is  removed  from  a house  the  more  the 
spread  of  infection  is  checked.  If  removal  is  deferred  until  the 
disease  is  fully  developed,  the  chance  of  its  spreading  is  much 
increased.  I entered  fully  into  this  question  in  my  Report  for 
1882,  when  the  combination  of  this  Authority  with  the  Rural 
Sanitary  Authority  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a joint  Hospital  for 
infectious  diseases  was  under  consideration.  I then  stated  that, 
“compared  with  other  Hospitals  intended  for  a similar  purpose,  there 
are  deficiences  which  in  the  existing  building  it  would  be  impossible 
to  remedy,”  and  I further  stated  when  it  was  erected  on  its  present 
site  it  was  “a  second  hand,  wooden  building,  which  is  now 
becoming  old,  and  is  not  perfectly  weather  proof.”  There  has  been 
a strong  confirmation  of  this  statement  in  the  fact  that  recently 
three  (fortunately)  convalescent  patients  were  obliged  to  be 
removed  from  their  ward  to  the  premises  occupied  by  the  care- 
taker for  a night  or  two,  in  consequence  of  rain  having  come 
through  the  roof. 
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Water  Supply. — During  the  past  year  the  Surveyor  has  sug- 
gested the  use  of  water  meters,  to  be  applied  to  the  water  mains 
throughout  the  city,  and  they  are  being  generally  fitted  with  the 
sanction  of  the  Authority.  By  their  use  in  detecting  the  waste 
of  water  it  is  confidently  hoped  that  for  the  present  an  increased 
water  supply  will  not  be  necessary.  I trust  that  this  will  be  the 
case,  and  that  there  will  be  no  necessity  for  making  the  service  to 
the  houses  of  the  citv  intermittent,  as  was  the  case  for  some  weeks 
during  the  past  year.  The  number  of  houses  connected  with  the 
city  water  mains  during  1883  was  237,  and  with  the  city  sewers  210. 

The  Meat  and  Fish  Markets  have  been  constantly  inspected  by 
Mr.  Allen  and  myself.  I had  on  three  occasions  notice  sent  to  me 
from  neighbouring  places  that  diseased  cows  had  been  killed,  and 
it  was  suggested  that  the  carcases  would  be  sent  to  Gloucester. 

I was  not  able  to  discover  that  this  was  done.  On  December 
29th,  about  1 cwt.  of  Herrings  were  seized  by  me  in  the  Fish 
Market,  and  condemned  by  a magistrate  as  unfit  for  food.  The 
man  who  exposed  them  for  sale  was  summoned  before  the  magis- 
trates, by  whom  he  was  sentenced  to  a month’s  imprisonment. 

The  Registered  Lodging  Houses,  the  Hide  and  Skin  Depots,  and 
the  Slaughter  Houses,  have  been  frequently  visited,  and  the 
Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  have  been  under  supervision.  I have 
received  instructions  as  to  the  carrying  out  of  new  duties  with 
regard  to  the  Bake  Houses,  many  of  which  I have  visited,  and 
which  will  receive  further  attention  in  the  future. 

The  population  of  Gloucester  is  a somewhat  fluctuating  one, 
from  the  fact  that  the  demand  for  labour  varies  considerably  at 
the  Docks  and  at  the  various  manufacturing  works.  The  sources 
from  I arrive  at  my  present  estimate  are  as  follows  : — 

Estimated  population  at  close  of  1882  37,371 

Excess  of  births  over  deaths  in  1883  5 94 

117  Houses  erected  in  1883,  allowing  4 inhabi- 
tants to  each  house  468 

^Population  at  close  of  1883  38,433 


* At  the  end  of  1883  there  were  383  houses  vacant  in  the  city. 
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The  number  of  deaths  registered  having  been  668,  the  death- 
rate  is  17*3  per  1000.  The  death-rate  for  England  during  the 
year  was  19  -5  per  1000. 

In  addition  to  the  services  of  the  Inspector,  I have  received 
much  valuable  assistance  from  Mr.  Read,  City  Surveyor,  both  in 
carrying  out  the  duties  of  my  office,  and  in  furnishing  me  with 
details  for  this  Report.  The  following  tables  and  other  returns 
which  I have  to  make  to  the  Local  Government  Board  have  been 
compiled  from  returns  furnished  by  the  Registrars  of  Births  and 
Deaths,  others  from  the  Clerk  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  made 
by  him  from  the  books  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  the  Union,  and 
also  from  the  books  of  Children’s  Hospital  and  the  Infirmary. 

My  warmest  thanks  are  due  to  the  kindness  and  courtesy  with 
which  I have  been  treated  by  the  members  of  the  Sanitary  Com- 
mittee, to  whom  my  returns  of  work  done  are  made  at  the 
fortnightly  meetings  of  that  body. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  P.  WILTON, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the 
Gloucester  Urban  Sanitary  Authority. 


10 


Table  of  Births 

REGISTERED  IN  THE  GLOUCESTER  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT 

IN  1883. 


From  January  1 to  March  31  ....... 

Males. 

167.... 

Females. 

174 

a April  1 ,, 

June  30  

158.... 

154 

„ July  1 ,, 

September  30.... 

159.... 

135 

„ October  1, 

December  31  .... 

166.... 

149 

650 

612  Total...  1262 

Table  of  Sickness 

Amongst  Paupers  belonging  to  the  Urban  District  treated  by  the  Medical  Officers 
of  the  Union  ; and  of  other  persons  belonging  to  the  District  treated  as  In  or 
Out  Patients  at  the  Gloucester  General  Infirmary,  the  Children’s  Hospital, 
and  at  the  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases. 


PAUPERS. 

IN-PATIENTS. 

OUT-PATIENTS 

Under 
5 years 
of  age. 

Over 

5 years 
of  age. 

Under 
5 years 
of  age. 

Over 

5 years 
of  age. 

Under 
5 years 
of  age. 

Over 

5 years 
of  age. 

All  cases  of  Sickness  & Disease 

398 

927 

43 

442 

647 

2535 

Small  Pox 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

• • • 

• • • 

Measles... 

4 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

Chicken  Pox  ... 

6 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

Scarlet  Fever 

39 

50 

3 

11 

• • • 

• • • 

Croup  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

Hooping  Cough  

11 

5 

1 

* • • 

9 

2 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

• • • 

2 

1 

22 

• • • 

1 

Other  Forms  of  Fever  ... 

2 

12 

• • • 

• • • 

27 

7 

Diarrhoea  

27 

37 

• • • 

2 

54 

15 

Rheumatic  Fever  

• • • 

2 

2 

7 

• • • 

• • • 

Erysipelas 

1 

16 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

Ague 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

Phthisis  .. 

• • • 

19 

• • • 

21 

• • • 

37 

Bronchitis,  Pnuemonia,  and 
Pleurisy 

24 

76 

5 

22 

70 

56 

Heart  Disease 

• • • 

5 

• • • 

1 

1 

1 

Injuries... 

3 

41 

7 

96 

86 

624 

Other  Diseases 

281 

660 

23 

257 

397 

1781 

11 


Table  of  Deaths 


WITHIN  THE  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF  GLOUCESTER  IN  1883. 


Ages 

at  Death. 

Sexes. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

under 

1 

a nd 

5 

and 

20 

and 

40 

and 

60 

and 

80 

and 

Males 

Fem. 

Total 

1 

under 

under 

under 

under 

under 

up- 

5 

20 

40 

60 

80 

wards 

Class  1. 

Order  1 — Miasmatic 

• • • 

30 

35 

17 

10 

4 

• • • 

t • • 

49 

47 

96 

Chicken  Pox 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

• • • 

3 

21 

12 

• • • 

« • • 

• • • 

19 

17 

36 

Hooping  Cough  

• • • 

2 

3 

2 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

4 

3 

7 

Croup 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• » • 

1 

1 

2 

Measles  

• • • 

2 

3 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

4 

5 

^ ..  , ( Enteric  Fever  ... 

Continued  [ 0ther  or  Donbtful 

• • • 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

2 

• • • 

• • • 

• • » 

• • • 

8 

• • • 

1 

1 

9 

1 

Diarrhoea 

• • c 

20 

3 

1 

1 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

15 

11 

26 

Diphtheria  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

« • • 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

• • «* 

2 

2 

Puerperal  Fever 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

• • « 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

3 

Rheumatism... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

Pyaemia 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

2 

Order  2.— Enthetic 

• • • 

1 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

* • • 

• • • 

2 

2 

Syphilis 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

Pemphigus 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

♦ • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

Class  2.— Constitutional 

Diseases. 

Order  1. — Diathetic  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

13 

12 

• • • 

10 

18 

28 

Anaemia  ...  

• • • 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

Dropsy 

• • • 

1 

3 

1 

• • • 

3 

2 

5 

Cancer  

• • • 

1 

10 

9 

• • • 

6 

14 

20 

Gangrene 

• • • 

• • 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

Tumour  of  Jaw 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

1 

Order  2. —Tubercular  ... 

• • • 

17 

16 

19 

34 

13 

2 

• • • 

45 

56 

101 

Tuberculosis 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

1 

3 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

3 

5 

Scrofula 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

♦ • • 

• • • 

1 

* o • 

1 

Tabes  Mesenterica 

• • • 

14 

8 

• o • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

10 

12 

22 

Phthisis 

• • • 

« • • 

1 

8 

29 

12 

1 

o • • 

23 

28 

51 

Hydrocephalus  

• • • 

1 

2 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

• • • 

3 

Meningitis  ... 

• • • 

1 

4 

hr 

l 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

5 

8 

13 

Peritonitis  

• • 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

2 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

5 

6 

Carried  forward 

• • • 

48 

52 

36 

47 

30 

14 

• • • 

104 

123 

227 

12 


Table  of  Deaths 

WITHIN  THE  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF  GLOUCESTER  IN  1883, 

CONTINUED. 


Ages  at  Death. 

Sexes.  I 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

under 

l 

and 

5 

and 

20 

and 

40 

and 

60 

and 

Over 

Male 

8 Fem 

. Total  I 

1 

under 

5 

under 

20 

under 

40 

undei 

60 

under 

80 

80 

Brought  forward 

48 

52 

36 

47 

30 

14 

• • • 

104 

123 

227 

Class  3.— Local  Diseases. 

Order  1. — Nervous  System  ... 

23 

4 

8 

5 

13 

26 

6 

46 

39 

85 

Apoplexy 

... 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

10 

... 

6 

6 

12 

Paralysis  ...  ...  

• • • 

2 

2 

7 

13 

3 

14 

13 

27 

Epilepsy 

1 

1 

2 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

2 

4 

Abscess  of  Brain 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

1 

Softening  of  Brain  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

• • • 

1 

1 

2 

Brain  Disease 

• • • 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

6 

3 

9 1 

Convulsions  ... 

22 

3 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

13 

12 

25 

Diseased  Spinal  Cord 

1 

• • • 

2 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

1 

4 

Tetanus  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

Order  2. — Organs  of  Circula- 

TION  ...  ...  ...  ... 

2 

4 

7 

15 

21 

• • • 

• • • 

24 

25 

49 

Heart  Disease 

2 

3 

7 

13 

20 

• • • 

• • • 

21 

24 

45 

Angina  Pectoris  

, 

1 

• • • 

« • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

1 

Pericarditis  ... 

, 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

* * * 1 

Rupture  of  an  Artery  

... 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

1 

3 

Order  3. — Respiratory  Organs 

40 

22 

8 

8 

17 

23 

3 

57 

64 

121 

Laryngitis  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

• • 4 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

1 

Atelectasis  ... 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

« • • 

• • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

Asthma 

• a ® 

« • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

1 

Bronchitis 

35 

13 

3 

2 

9 

19 

3 

40 

44 

84 

Pneumonia  ... 

2 

9 

2 

2 

7 

2 

• • • 

11 

13 

24 

Pleurisy 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

a • • 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

2 

Congestion  of  Lungs. . . 

2 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

1 

2 

3 

Haemoptysis  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

Other  forms  of  Lung  Diseases 

... 

4 • • 

2 

2 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

2 

4 

Order  4. — Digestive  Organs  ... 

2 

1 

... 

1 

7 

9 

• • • 

9 

11 

40 

Ulcerated  Throat 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

1 

Stomach  Disease 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

1 

Obstruction  of  Bowel 

• • • 

1 

1 

• ■ • 

1 

1 

2 

Hernia  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

• « • 

• • • 

1 

1 

Disease  of  Liver 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

5 

6 

• • • 

4 

7 

11 

Ictci  US  •••  •••  ,, , 

2 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

2 

Leucocythoemia 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

« • ■ 

• • • 

1 

1 

Maxillary  Necrosis  (from  Phos- 

phorous  Poisoning) 

• • • 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

. . . 

1 

• • • 

1 

Carried  forward 

115 

83 

59 

76 

88 

72 

9 

240 

262 

502 

13 
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WITHIN  THE  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF  GLOUCESTER  IN  1883, 

CONTINUED. 


Ages  at  Death. 

Sexes. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

under 

1 

and 

5 

and 

20 

and 

40  j 

under 

60 

and 

Over 

1 

under 

under 

jnder 

and 

under 

80 

Males 

Fem. 

Total 

5 

20 

40 

60 

80 

Brought  forward  ...  ...! 

Class  3.— Local  Diseases. 

115 

83 

59 

76 

88 

72 

9 

240 

282 

502 

( continued ’ ) 

Order  5. — Urinary  Organs 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

4 

8 

3 

1 

11 

6 

17 

Diabetes 

• . • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

2 

Bright’s  Disease 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

2 

3 

• • • 

• • • 

4 

2 

6 

Disease  of  Kidney  ... 

• • . 

• • • 

• • « 

1 

4 

1 

1 

4 

3 

7 

Disease  of  Bladder  ... 

... 

... 

• • • 

• • 

... 

2 

... 

2 

... 

2 

Order  6. — Connected  with 

Parturition  

• • • 

« 3 • 

• • • 

3 

2 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

5 

5 

Parturition  ... 

« • • 

. . . 

• • • 

2 

• • • 

• « • 

• • • 

. • • 

2 

2 

Cellulitis 

... 

... 

... 

1 

2 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

3 

3 

Order  7. — Locomotory 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

2 

Lumbar  Abscess 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

Chronic  Abscess 

... 

... 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

1 

Order  8. — Malformations 

5 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

3 

2 

5 

Spina  Bifida  ... 

1 

• • . 

• • • 

• • 

• ■ • 

1 

• • • 

1 

Unnatural  Development 

1 

• . . 

• • • 

• « • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

Exhaustion  from  Hare-Lip  ... 

1 

• • • 

• . 

M • 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

1 

Imperforate  Anus  ... 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

1 

Cleft  Palate  ... 

1 

... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

Class  4.— Developmental 

Diseases. 

Order  1. — Diseases  of  Children 

43 

3 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

« • * 

30 

16 

46 

Premature  Birth 

25 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

19 

6 

25 

Debility  from  Birth  ... 

15 

I 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

• • • 

• • • 

8 

8 

16 

Teething 

3 

2 

... 

» • • 

... 

• • • 

... 

3 

2 

5 

Order  2. — Diseases  of  Nutri- 

TION  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

9 

2 

2 

1 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

5 

10 

15 

Atrophy 

9 

2 

2 

1 

1 

• • • 

... 

5 

10 

15 

Order  3. — Diseases  of  the  Aged 

• • • 

• • • 

• . • 

« • • 

• • • 

27 

21 

20 

28 

48 

Old  Age 

... 

... 

... 

• • « 

... 

27 

21 

20 

28 

48 

Class  5. — Violent  Deaths. 

1 

4 

5 

• • • 

4 

5 

2 

13 

8 

21 

Burns... 

• • • 

1 

« • • 

* • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

1 

Drowned 

• • • 

1 

1 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

1 

3 

Accident 

• • • 

2 

4 

• • • 

2 

5 

1 

9 

5 

14 

Suicide 

• • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

• « e 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Murder 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

• • » 

• • • 

1 

1 

Not  Classified. 

1 

1 

• • • 

1 

2 

2 

• • • 

4 

3 

7 

Not  ascertained — or  causes  not 

specified  or  ill  defined. 

Total 

174 

93 

68 

85 

106 

109 

33 

327 

341 

668 

Monthly  Health  Bulletin 
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PORT  SANITARY  AUTHORITY. 


In  the  month,  of  January  I received  a telegram  from  Captain 
Cal  way,  the  Harbour  Master  at  Sharpness,  and  Inspector  for  that 
portion  of  the  Port,  informing  me  that  the  barque  “ Dictator”  was 
in  the  Dock,  with  illness  on  board.  On  visiting  the  vessel,  I found 
that  the  Captain  was  suffering  with  Scarlet  Fever — the  vessel  was 
outward  bound,  and  had  come  down  the  Canal  from  Gloucester, 
where  she  had  been  lying  for  some  days,  and  where  probably  the 
disease  had  been  contracted.  Two  days  after,  one  of  the  crew 
sickened  with  the  same  complaint.  The  vessel  was  placed  by 
Captain  Calway  in  an  isolated  position,  until  I was  able  to  report 
that  she  was  free  from  infection,  after  disinfection  had  been 
thoroughly  performed  by  burning  sulphur.  The  barque  then  pro- 
ceeded to  Cardiff,  and  I wrote  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of 
that  Port,  informing  him  of  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  requesting 
him  to  visit  her  on  her  arrival. 

On  March  23rd  I received  a telegram  from  Captain  Calway, 
telling  me  that  the  steamship  “ Hartlepools”  had  arrived  at  Sharp- 
ness from  Boston  with  three  cases  of  Small  Pox  on  board.  I 
visited  her,  and  sent  the  Hospital  fly  from  the  Stroud  Road 
Hospital,  to  convey  the  infected  sailors  to  the  Gloucester  Hospital 
for  Infectious  Diseases.  I vaccinated  the  remainder  of  the  crew, 
and  the  ship  was  thoroughly  disinfected,  and  whilst  she  remained 
in  dock  she  was  placed  in  an  isolated  position.  The  sick  men  all 
recovered — one  an  elderly  Hanoverian  had  a severe  attack.  He 
had  on  his  arm  two  small  marks  of  vaccination.  The  two  younger 
ones  had  very  slight  attacks.  They  both  had  good  marks. 

These  cases  show  the  importance  of  a Hospital  for  Infectious 
Diseases  at  Sharpness.  The  Port  Sanitary  Authority  has  been 
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endeavouring  to  find  a suitable  site  for  the  erection  of  such  a 
building,  and  negotiations  have  been  entered  into  with  the  Thorn- 
bury  Union,  in  which  Sharpness  is  situate,  for  the  construction  of 
a joint  Hospital  with  this  Authority.  But  at  present  there 
appear  to  be  great  difficulties  to  overcome.  I trust  that  the 
matter  will  not  be  lost  sight  of,  as  it  is  of  great  consequence  that 
sailors,  suffering  with  Infectious  Diseases,  should  be  immediately 
removed  from  the  vessels,  both  for  the  purpose  of  being  medically 
treated,  and  to  avoid  contact  with  others,  which  in  the  crowded 
state  of  the  cabins  of  ships,  renders  if  most  difficult  to  stop  the 
spread  of  such  diseases. 

I was  again  sent  for  by  Capt.  Calway  in  September  to  visit  the 
“ Spenna,”  at  Sharpness.  I found  that  there  was  no  Infectious 
Disease  among  the  crew. 

In  consequence  of  the  public  announcement  of  the  existence  of 
Cholera  in  Egyptian  Ports,  on  June  9th,  I presented  a report  to 
the  Port  Sanitary  Authority  on  the  danger  of  its  introduction  to 
this  Port.  The  matter  was  brought  before  the  notice  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  instructions  were  issued  that  all  vessels 
coming  up  the  Severn  to  this  Port  should  be  carefully  inspected 
at  Kingroad. 

I have  visited  Sharpness  at  other  times  besides  those  at  which 
I have  been  summoned,  and  I have  also  frequently  inspected 
vessels  which  have  come  up  the  canal  to  the  Gloucester  Docks.  I 
have  not  found  any  cases  of  Infectious  Disease. 
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During  the  year  1883  the  following  cases  of  Foreign  Sailors  who 
came  into  the  Port  were  treated  at  the  Gloucester  General 
Infirmary.  Of  these  the  first  on  the  list  died. 


Nationality. 

Norway 


5? 


)5 


America 

>> 

France 

Germany 


Disease  or  Injury. 
Enteric  Fever. 
Phthisis. 

Ulceration  of  Finger. 
Enteric  Fever 
Hemiplegia. 
Suppurating  Tonsil. 
Bronchitis. 
Gastralgia. 


JOHN  P.  WILTON, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the 
Gloucester  Port  Sanitary  Authority. 


